Bassim Turki Al Fahadawy
Birth and Upbringing

Brother Bassim Turki Al Fahadawy was born in 1965 in the province of Al-Anbar in Iraq. He was brought up in a Sunni family who follow the Hanafi school of thought as most of the Arab Sunnis in Iraq are Hanafis.

The Beginning

It is well known in the province of Al-Anbar, whose centre is the town of Al Ramady, that its population are rather fond of the Ummayads. In fact many of the schools and mosques in the area are named after the Ummayad Caliphs.
However Brother Basiim  Al Fahadawy says did not have such affiliations towards the Ummayads for he says: ‘ From my childhood I  used to have great respect for Imam Ali (AS) and  Ahlul Bayt (AS) so I had good foundations even though I was in the wrong environment.
The Change

Brother Bassim left the province of Al-Anbar and to live in the capital city of Iraq, Baghdad. In Baghdad there are many Shias, as well as the Shrines of Imam Al Kadhim and Imam Al Jawad, and so this was an opportunity for brother Bassim to learn more about Shiism.
Brother Bassim discussed with many Shas the differences between Shiism and Sunnism and he also read many books such as Al Murajaat (The Right Path), Then I was Guided, Knowing Immamah, Why I Choose the Shia Sect and he also looked at and checked the Sunni sources and saw that what his Shia friends were saying was true and that the Ahadith they used to argue their case were all in the Sunni books.
One night, Brother Bassim saw an enlightening dream. He saw Imam Hussain (AS) in his Holy Shrine in Karbala . The Imam was allowing some people entry into his Holy Shrine and prohibiting others from entering his Holy Shrine. Bassim saw himself from the people who were prohibited from entering the shrine of Imam Hussaiun (AS) because he did not have a strong link with Imam Hussain (AS). Bassim woke up and acknowledged that the only way to have a special link with Imam Hussain is to become Shia and so he became a Shia and followed the illuminating path of Ahlul Bait (AS).
